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A Proclamation
Millions of young Americans who have wisely decided to stay off
drugs, out of gangs, and in school are living testimony to the effective-
ness of Drug Abuse Resistance Education (Project D.A.R.E.). Together
with their parents, teachers, and teams of dedicated law enforcement
personnel, these children are taking a firm stand against illicit drug use
while also demonstrating their determination to make the most of their
God-given talent and potential. At the same time, by setting examples
of personal responsibility and respect for authority, graduates of
Project D.A.R.E. are making an important contribution to the success
of our National Drug Control Strategy.
Led by experienced law enforcement officers, Project D.A.R.E. equips
students with basic facts about drugs and alcohol and about the dev-
astating effects that these substances can have on the mind and body.
In order that children might avoid the dangers of trying drugs and alco-
hol, D.A.R.E. also equips participants with practical decision-making
skills, helping them to recognize that actions have consequences and
that personal accountability and self-control are signs of strong moral
character and maturity.
By befriending students and by helping them to grow in self-con-
fidence, the law enforcement officers who conduct the D.A.R.E. pro-
gram build strong bonds of mutual understanding and trust between
themselves and young people in their communities. Yet the success of
Project D.A.R.E. also depends on the cooperation of parents, who are
encouraged to talk with, and to listen to, their children—and to set
positive examples for them. This partnership among parents, children,
law enforcement officers, and educators continues to change lives for
the better in all 50 States and at Department of Defense Dependent
Schools around the world.
Through innovative public-private partnerships such as Project
D.A.R.E., our Nation has made significant progress in reducing the de-
mand for drugs—a priority of our National Drug Control Strategy. Since
we launched this strategy in 1989, overall drug use in the United
States has dropped by more than 10 percent. Statistics cited by the
Partnership for a Drug-Free America show a decline of 48 to 56 percent
in drug use by juveniles between the ages of 13 and 17, and three sepa-
rate studies indicate that adolescent use of cocaine dropped even more
dramatically—by 63 percent—between 1988 and 1991. These trends
are encouraging, and they offer reason to believe that our National
Drug Control Strategy will continue to bear fruit.

